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The Kansas Immunization Conference 2019 will focus attention on a growing concern—
vaccine hesitancy.  Vaccines can only improve health and prevent deaths if they are used 
so hesitancy is an increasingly important challenge facing immunization providers.  Session 
content has been created to provide practical information to increase acceptance of 
vaccines, share effective practices, and develop new tools to assess and address hesitancy.  
Conference breakout sessions will provide the opportunity to learn from their peers’ 
experiences across the continuum of vaccine administration.  Participants will also hear 
personal stories that address vaccine hesitancy and vaccine preventable disease.

The popular preconference sessions will again provide participants with the opportunity to 
interact with Kansas Immunization Program staff in an informal setting.

Department of Health
and Environment



Objectives 
At the conclusion of the conference participants should be able to:

•	Evaluate their current approach utilized with vaccine hesitant patients and families to identify opportunities for improvement.
•	Discuss factors that can be linked to vaccine hesitancy.
•	Develop effective communication strategies regarding vaccine efficacy and safety.
•	Identify strategies used by peers throughout the state to address vaccine related challenges.
•	Describe the changes to childhood, adolescent and adult immunization schedules.

Target Audience 
Physicians, physician assistants, advanced practice nurses, nurses and other health professionals interested in advocating for healthy 
lives by offering age and culturally-appropriate messages as well as scientifically-based vaccine delivery. 

Registration and Cancellation
Conference fee is $100 if pre-registration and payment are received by May 30, 2019, fee is $125 thereafter. Conference fee includes 
program materials, refreshments, breakfast, lunch and continuing education credit. Pre-registration is required. Registrations will not be 
processed until payment is received. Purchase orders from organizations will be accepted. 

Pre-registration is your only guarantee of space, conference materials and supplies, breakfast, lunch and refreshments. At-door 
registrations only will be accepted after June 5, 2019; at-door registrations will only be accepted if space is available.

A $15 charge will be assessed for cancellations on or before June 6, 2019. No refunds will be made after this date. The sponsors of 
this program reserve the right to cancel all programs and return all fees. The liability of the sponsors is limited to the course fees. The 
sponsors will not be responsible for any losses incurred by registrants, including but not limited to airline cancellation charges or hotel 
deposits.

How to Register 
Register Online: Visit www.eeds.com/live/470686

Deadline to register: May 30, 2019 ($25 late fee applied after this date)

For further assistance with registration, contact the KU Area Health Education Center Statewide Office by calling (620) 235-4040.

Hotel Accommodations
A block of rooms has been reserved for Kansas Immunization Conference participants at multiple hotels. Hotel rooms available within 
this block are available on a first come, first served basis. For more information about each room block such as contact information, room 
rates, and booking deadlines, visit www.kdheks.gov/immunize/immunization_conference.htm
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Featured Speakers
Sharon G. Humiston, M.D., MPH, FAAP

Department of Pediatrics/Division of 
Emergency Medicine, Children’s Mercy Kansas 
City; Professor of Pediatrics, The University of 
Missouri-Kansas City School of Medicine
Dr. Humiston is a professor of pediatrics, University of 
Missouri-Kansas City and a clinician and researcher 
in the Division of Emergency and Urgent Care at 
Children’s Mercy Hospitals and Clinics in Kansas City, 

Missouri. Dr. Humiston is also the associate director for research at the 
Immunization Action Coalition and a member of the Vaccine Education 
Center Advisory Board at Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia.

Pamela Rockwell, D.O., FAAFP
Associate Professor Department of Family 
Medicine, University of Michigan
Dr. Rockwell is an associate professor in the 
University of Michigan Medical School Department 
of Family Medicine with fellowship training in Vaccine 
Science through the American Academy of Family 
Physicians (AAFP). She sits on the board of the 
Michigan Academy of Family Physicians and is an 

active member of the Society of Teachers of Family Medicine. Dr. Rockwell 
is a practicing family physician with over 20 years’ clinical experience with 
administrative responsibilities as medical director at Domino Farms Family 
Medicine.

At a national level, she is AAFP liaison to the Advisory Committee on 
Immunization Practices (ACIP) and serves as AAFP liaison to the ACIP 
work groups on Hepatitis, General Recommendations, and Pediatric and 
Adult RSV. She leads the Society of Teachers of Family Medicine Group 
on Immunization Education and helped develop an app called SHOTS 
Immunizations, free for smart phones.

Amanda Applegate, PharmD, BCACP
Pharmacy Clinical Services Coordinator, Balls 
Foods Stores; President, Kansas Pharmacist 
Association
Amanda Applegate, PharmD, BCACP, graduated from 
the University of Kansas School of Pharmacy and 
completed her residency with KU and Balls Food 
Stores. She is currently the pharmacy clinical services 
coordinator for Balls Food Stores in the Kansas City 

metro area, managing immunizations, medication therapy management, 
and grant projects for 20 pharmacies. She also works with patients with 
diabetes and/or cardiovascular disease through the Start Now patient 
self-management program. Amanda is currently serving as President of 
the Kansas Pharmacists Association. She is an adjunct clinical assistant 
professor with the KU School of Pharmacy and precepts pharmacy 
residents and students at Balls Foods.

Peter J. Hotez M.D., Ph.D., FAAP
Dean of the National School of Tropical 
Medicine; Professor of Pediatrics and Molecular 
Virology and Microbiology, Baylor College of 
Medicine
Dr. Hotez is Dean of the National School of Tropical 
Medicine and Professor of Pediatrics and Molecular 
Virology & Microbiology at Baylor College of Medicine 
where he is also the Director of the Texas Children’s 

Center for Vaccine Development (CVD) and Texas Children’s Hospital 
Endowed Chair of Tropical Pediatrics. He is also University Professor at 
Baylor University, and Fellow in Disease and Poverty at the James A Baker 
III Institute for Public Policy, as well as the Health Policy Scholar in the 
Baylor Center for Medical Ethics and Health Policy.

Dr. Hotez is an internationally-recognized physician-scientist in neglected 
tropical diseases and vaccine development. As head of the Texas 
Children’s CVD, he leads the only product development partnership 
for developing new vaccines for hookworm infection, schistosomiasis, 
leishmaniasis, Chagas disease, and SARS/MERS, diseases affecting 
hundreds of millions of children and adults worldwide.

Dr. Hotez has authored more than 450 original papers and is the author 
of Forgotten People, Forgotten Diseases (ASM Press) and Blue Marble 
Health: An Innovative Plan to Fight Diseases of the Poor amid Wealth 
(Johns Hopkins University Press). 

Most recently as both a vaccine scientist and autism Dad he has led 
national efforts to defend vaccines and to serve as an ardent champion of 
vaccines going up against a growing national “antivaxx” threat.   His newest 
book, Vaccines Did Not Cause Rachel’s Autism (Johns Hopkins Press) will be 
released this fall.  Dr. Hotez appears frequently on television (including BBC, 
CNN, Fox News, and MSNBC), radio, and in newspaper interviews (including 
the New York Times, USA Today, Washington Post, and Wall Street Journal).

Maggi Pivovar
Vaccine-Preventable Disease Survivor
In 2007,  at age 37, Maggie contracted what appeared 
to be a flu-like illness. It was far worse. First given 
30 minutes to live, and then a 98% chance to die, 
bacterial meningitis nearly took her life in just 20 
hours and devastated her family.  She will share her 
story including how she would like to have known how 
preventable this disease is.



Course Faculty
Course faculty are listed in alphabetical order.
Allison Alejos, BSN, RN - Vaccines For Children Program Manager, Kansas Immunization Program, KDHE
Amanda Applegate, PharmD, BCACP - Pharmacy Clinical Services Coordinator, Balls Foods Stores; President, Kansas Pharmacist Association
Lorraine Baughman, RN - Regional Immunization Consultant, Kansas Immunization Program, KDHE
Rachel Dawson, D.O., MPH, FSAHM, FAAP - Regional Medical Director, Vaccine Medical Affairs, Merck Vaccines 
Kelly Gillespie, MPH - Advanced Epidemiologist, Bureau of Epidemiology and Public Health Informatics, KDHE
Phil Griffin, BBA, CPM - Deputy Director, Bureau of Disease Control and Prevention, KDHE
Karen Hammersmith, RN, BSN - Reno County Health Department
Kimberly Hawkinson, RN - Reno County Health Department
Gretchen Homan, M.D. - Chair, Immunize Kansas Coalition
Peter Hotez, M.D., Ph.D., FAAP - Dean, National School of Tropical Medicine; Professor, Departments of Pediatrics, Molecular Virology & 

Microbiology; Head of Section of Pediatric Tropical Medicine, Texas Children’s Hospital Endowed Chair of Tropical Pediatrics; Director, 
Texas Children’s Hospital Center for Vaccine Development; Health Policy Scholar, Center for Medical Ethics and Health Policy; Baylor 
College of Medicine

Carlie Houchen, MPH - Kansas Health Institute
Sharon G. Humiston, M.D., MPH, FAAP - Department of Pediatrics/Division of Emergency Medicine, Children’s Mercy Kansas City; 

Professor of Pediatrics, The University of Missouri-Kansas City School of Medicine
Lisa Edgerton-Johnston - Health Educator and Contact Investigation Coordinator, Kansas TB Program, KDHE
Heather Keitges - Sanofi Pasteur
Erick Koenig - Pfizer, Inc.
Jayme Lewis, RN - Regional Immunization Consultant, Kansas Immunization Program, KDHE
Tom Liddy - KSWebIZ Assistant Manager, Kansas Immunization Program, KDHE
Andrea May, MPH - Immunization Epidemiologist, Kansas Immunization Program, KDHE 
Jason McCanless - GlaxoSmithKline Vaccines
Michelle Moylan-Elder - Merck Vaccines 
Kimbra Nemmers - KSWebIZ Manager, Kansas Immunization Program, KDHE
Maggi Pivovar - Meningitis Survivor
Becky Prall, RN - IQIP Education Coordinator, Kansas Immunization Program, KDHE
Chelsea Raybern, MPH - Senior Epidemiologist, Bureau of Epidemiology and Public Health Informatics, KDHE
Pamela Rockwell, D.O., FAAFP - Associate Professor, Department of Family Medicine, University of Michigan
Dena Rueb, LPN - Regional Immunization Consultant, Kansas Immunization Program, KDHE
Lyndsey Seested, RN - Community Health Center - Southeast Kansas
Susan Smith, MHCL, BSN, RN - Regional Immunization Consultant, Kansas Immunization Program, KDHE
Jackie Strecker, MA - Regional Immunization Consultant, Kansas Immunization Program, KDHE
Scott Strobel - Disease Intervention Section Chief, Bureau of Epidemiology and Public Health Informatics, KDHE
Victoria Swain - Parent
Adam Trusty - Assistant Administrator, Associates in Family Medicine, PA
Sheri Tubach, MPH - Director of Epidemiology, Bureau of Epidemiology and Public Health Informatics, KDHE
Debbie Ward, AMR, CMR - Pfizer, Inc.
Kimberly Winans, RN - Nurse Consultant, Kansas TB Program, KDHE
Allison Zaldivar, MPH - Epidemiologist, Bureau of Epidemiology and Public Health Informatics, KDHE
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Agenda 
Session topics and speakers are subject to change.

Tuesday, June 11, 2019
	 9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.	 Conference Registration

	 10:00 - 4:00 p.m.	 Preconference Session: Each hands-on workshop will be 50-minutes in length, new 
sessions will begin at the top of every hour. 

		  Sessions will break at 11:50 a.m. and resume at 1:00 p.m.

1.	 Mastering Digital Data Loggers and Basic Storage and Handling - Dena Rueb, 
LPN, and Jayme Lewis, RN

2.	 Emergency Versus Off-site Clinics - Pack Out and Transport - Jackie Strecker, 
MA and Susan Smith, MHCL, BSN, RN 

3.	 Immunization 101 - Routine and Catch Up Schedules - Lorraine Baughman, RN
4.	 Measles Tabletop Exercise - Sheri Tubach, MPH and Chelsea Raybern, MPH
5.	 Ask the Expert - KSWebIZ - Kimbra Nemmers and Tom Liddy
6.	 TB Update 2019 - Lisa Edgerton-Johnston and Kimberly Winans, RN
7.	 STI/HIV Update 2019 - Scott Strobel

Wednesday, June 12, 2019
	 7:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.	 Conference Registration

	 7:15 - 8:00 a.m.	 Breakfast

	 8:15 - 8:30 a.m.	 Welcome - Phil Griffin, BBA, CPM

	 8:30 - 10:00 a.m.	 Keynote Address: Vaccine Hesitancy and Effective Provider Communication: What We are 
Learning from HPV Vaccine - Sharon Humiston, M.D., MPH, FAAP

	 10:00 - 10:30 a.m.	 Exhibitor Showcase & Break 
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Mark your calendar for the 2020 Kansas Immunization Conference

June 8-11, 2020



	 10:30 - 11:20 a.m.	 Breakout Session A
1.	 Local Health Department Open Forum - Sheri Turbach, MPH and Chelsea 

Raybern, MPH
2.	 VFC Program Updates - Allison Alejos, BSN, RN
3.	 It All Started With a Fever: A Vaccine-Preventable Disease Overview - Allison 

Zaldivar, MPH
4.	 Immunize Kansas Coalition - Adolescent Immunization Grants Lessons Learned - 

Carlie Houchen, MPH
5.	 iCan IQIP You To Improve Your Immunization Rates; AFIX Gets a Face Lift - Becky 

Prall, RN
6.	 Vaccination Advocacy in the Immunocompromised Patient with Henoch Schonlein 

Purpura - Lyndsey Seested, RN and Victoria Swain
7.	 * Updates in Adult Vaccinations - Michelle Moylan-Elder and Rachel Dawson, 

D.O., MPH

	 11:20 - 11:30 a.m.	 Passing Break 

	 11:30 - 12:00 p.m.	 Immunize Kansas Coalition Update - Gretchen Homan, M.D.

	 12:00 - 2:00 p.m.	 Lunch
	 12:00 - 1:00 p.m.	 * Vaccine Manufacturers Showcase
	 1:00 - 2:00 p.m.	 Tips and Tools for Improving Immunization Rates - Pamela Rockwell, M.D.

	 2:00 - 2:30 p.m.	 Exhibitor Showcase & Break 

	 2:30 - 3:20 p.m.	 Breakout Session B
1.	 Rabies Post Exposure Prophylaxis: The Highly Effective Vaccine Series That 

Prevents Death from a Nearly 100% Fatal Disease - Chelsea Raybern, MPH
2.	 Kansas WebIZ - What’s New in 2019 - Kimbra Nemmers
3.	 Proven Strategies for Immunization Setup and Workflows in eClinicalWorks -  

Adam Trusty
4.	 iCan IQIP You To Improve Your Immunization Rates; AFIX Gets a Face Lift -  

Becky Prall, RN
5.	 Childhood and Adolescent Vaccination Coverage: Where We Stand and Where To 

Go - Kelly Gillespie, MPH and Andrea May, MPH
6.	 * Vaccine Adherence in Kids and Adults - Reminder/Recall - Debbie Ward and 

Erick Koenig
7.	 * Pertussis in Adults - Heather Keitges

	 3:20 - 3:30 p.m.	 Passing Break 
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	 3:30 - 4:30 p.m.	 Pharmacies: Part of the Immunization Neighborhood - Amanda Applegate, PharmD, BCACP
	 4:30 -4:45 p.m.	 Closing Remarks - Phil Griffin, BBA, CPM

Thursday, June 13, 2019
	7:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.	 Conference Registration

	 7:15 - 8:15 a.m.	 Breakfast

 	 8:30 - 9:30 a.m.	 Lumps, Bumps, and Rabies: Recent Notable Vaccine-Preventable Disease Case and 
Outbreak Investigations in Kansas - Sheri Turbach, MPH and Chelsea Raybern, MPH

	 9:30 - 10:30 a.m.	 Vaccines, Autism, and Blue Marble Health - Peter Hotez, M.D., Ph.D., FAAP

	 10:30 - 11:00 a.m.	 Exhibitor Showcase & Break 

	 11:00 - 11:50 a.m.	 Breakout Session C

1.	 Rabies Post Exposure Prophylaxis: The Highly Effective Vaccine Series That 
Prevents Death from a Nearly 100% Fatal Disease - Chelsea Raybern, MPH

2.	 VFC Program Updates - Allison Alejos, BSN, RN
3.	 Kansas WebIZ - What’s New in 2019? - Kimbra Nemmers 
4.	 It All Started With a Fever: A Vaccine-Preventable Disease Overview - Allison 

Zaldivar, MPH
5.	 School-Based Immunization Clinics - Kimberly Hawkinson, RN and Karen 

Hammersmith, RN, BSN
6.	 * Immunization For Adolescents, Including Meningitis - Jason McCanless

	 11:50 - 12:00 p.m.	 Passing Break 

	 12:00 - 1:15 p.m.	 Lunch with Awards

	 1:15 - 2:15 p.m.	 Keynote Address: Tell Us! We Need to Know! - Maggi Pivovar

	 2:15 - 2:30 p.m.	 Closing Remarks - Phil Griffin, BBA, CPM

* Denotes no continuing education available for that session.
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Program Accessibility
We accommodate differently-abled people. During the registration process, please indicate any special accommodations and a KU 
Medical Center Area Health Education Center representative will contact you to discuss your needs. To ensure accommodation, please 
register at least two weeks before the start of the conference. 

Nondiscrimination Statement
The University of Kansas prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, color, ethnicity, religion, sex, national origin, age, ancestry, 
disability, status as a veteran, sexual orientation, marital status, parental status, gender identity, gender expression and genetic 
information in the University’s programs and activities. The following person has been designated to handle inquiries regarding the non-
discrimination policies: Director of the Office of Institutional Opportunity and Access, IOA@ku.edu, 1246 W. Campus Road, Room 153A, 
Lawrence, KS, 66045, (785)864-6414, 711 TTY. 

Planning Committee 
KDHE Kansas Immunization Program:
Allison Alejos, BSN, RN, Vaccines For Children Program Manager, Kansas Immunization Program
Phil Griffin, BBA, CPM, Deputy Director, Bureau of Disease Control and Prevention		
Becky Prall, RN, IQIP Education Coordinator, Kansas Immunization Program
Jennifer Vandevelde, CHES, Director, Bureau of Disease Control and Prevention

KU Medical Center Area Health Education Center:
Sherry Pryor, Senior Coordinator
Mary Beth Warren, MS, RN, Executive Director

Continuing Education
All participants requesting continuing education credit, or a certificate of attendance, must complete documentation of attendance 
and evaluation form online within the timeframe noted.

Physicians: This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance with the accreditation requirements and policies of the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through the joint providership of The University of Kansas Medical 
Center Office of Continuing Medical Education and the Kansas Department of Health and Environment. The University of Kansas Medical 
Center Office of Continuing Medical Education is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical education for physicians.

The University of Kansas Medical Center Office of Continuing Medical Education designates this live activity for a maximum of 13.00 
AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. 

APRNs/Nurses: The University of Kansas Medical Center Area Health Education Center East is approved as a provider of CNE by the Kansas 
State Board of Nursing. This course offering is approved for 16.8 contact hours applicable for APRN, RN, or LPN relicensure. Kansas State 
Board of Nursing provider number: LT0056-0749.  Mary Beth Warren, MS, RN, Coordinator.

Continuing education credit will be issued according to documented attendance.

For more information: Call KU Medical Center AHEC, (620) 235-4040
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