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ABN – Advance Beneficiary 

Notice for Non-Coverage Tipsheet 
An Advance Beneficiary Notice of Non-coverage (ABN), Form CMS-R-131, is a mandatory written notice 

Medicare providers issue to beneficiaries before delivering items/services that Medicare is expected to 

deny, often due to lack of medical necessity. It serves as a "Waiver of Liability," ensuring patients 

understand their potential financial responsibility if Medicare does not pay. 

If Medicare doesn’t cover the procedure under the chosen diagnosis, there may be other diagnoses available to 

choose from.  

When you assign a diagnosis and sign your orders the Order Validation will open. Select Review Diagnoses 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1. Select a diagnosis from the Medicare approved list   

 

https://www.google.com/search?q=Advance+Beneficiary+Notice+of+Non-coverage&sca_esv=d9206005abff93d2&source=hp&ei=cXuXafL1NZinptQP9ZTh0Q4&iflsig=AFdpzrgAAAAAaZeJgUNn3y_GS_j-qKhg-s8iV7_QxfoG&oq=abn+defin&gs_lp=Egdnd3Mtd2l6IglhYm4gZGVmaW4qAggAMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yBhAAGBYYHjIGEAAYFhgeMgYQABgWGB4yCBAAGBYYChgeMgYQABgWGB5ImlNQAFidQnAFeACQAQCYAVOgAcgHqgECMTO4AQPIAQD4AQGYAhKgAvcHwgIREC4YgAQYsQMY0QMYgwEYxwHCAgsQABiABBixAxiDAcICDhAuGIAEGLEDGNEDGMcBwgIOEC4YgAQYsQMYgwEYigXCAgsQLhiABBjRAxjHAcICCBAuGIAEGLEDwgILEC4YgAQYsQMYgwHCAggQABiABBixA8ICCBAuGIAEGOUEwgILEC4YgAQYxwEYrwHCAgcQABiABBgKmAMAkgcCMTigB_prsgcCMTO4B-4HwgcGMS4xNi4xyAchgAgA&sclient=gws-wiz&sei=fXuXaaPOPO28ptQPrvipgQw&ved=2ahUKEwibxeWAu-aSAxV_v4kEHWA2LbUQgK4QegYIAQgAEAY
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2. Once you get the okay, select Accept or Accept & Sign  

  

If Medicare doesn’t cover the procedure under the chosen diagnosis and there are not other 

diagnoses available.  

Select Review Diagnoses  
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1. There are no available covered diagnoses  

2. Select Cancel  

 

 

If there are no covered diagnoses and the patient agrees to pay out of pocket for the procedure, 

select Waiver Form 
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The Waiver Form will open. At the top there will be a Status Section 

 

 Click the magnifying glass to select one of the following statuses 

ABN Refused-Noted on form, Signed by Two Witnesses - This status indicates that all of the following 

conditions are true:  

• The patient has refused to sign the form, yet requests or demands the service. 

• A staff member from the organization has written a note on the form stating that the patient 

refused to sign but wants the service. 

• Two witnesses have signed the note on the form.  

Medicare regulations consider such a form to be valid and permit the organization to bill the patient. 

ABN Refused-Service Not Performed - This status indicates that the patient refused to sign the form and 

declined the service, so it was not performed 

ABN Signed, Service Accepted (Option 1-Bill Medicare) - This status indicates that a patient has 
signed the form, wants to receive the service, and agrees to be financially responsible for the service if 

Medicare does not pay. 

ABN Signed, Service Accepted (Option 2-Do not bill Medicare) - This status indicates that a patient 
has signed the form, wants to receive the service, agrees to be financially responsible for the service, and 

agrees not to bill Medicare. 

ABN Signed, Service Declined (Option 3) - This status indicates that a patient has signed the form and 
does not want to receive the service. Typically, the clinician cancels the order in this situation. If a patient 

signs the form and declines the service but the physician believes it is important to proceed with the 

service, a GZ modifier is associated with the procedure by default during order validation. 

Discussed with Patient, Pending Signature - This status indicates that a provider has discussed the 

ABN form with the patient, but the patient has yet to sign the form. 

Patient Not Present, Pending Signature - This status indicates that an order was entered while the 

patient was not present, so they were unable to discuss the service with the provider or sign the ABN form 
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1. Review the Options with your patient, they must select one of the three options  

2. You can either Print the waiver form for the patient to sign (3) and have it scanned into 

the chart OR the if the patient has eGuthrie, they can sign the waiver form in their 

account  

 

To sign the waiver on on eGuthrie have the patient sign into MyChart and select the top left 

corner, next to the home button to open the menu. 
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The menu options will open, scroll to My Record and select Document Center  
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The patient will be able to find and open the Document under My Documents  

 


