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Medical Terminology Week 1

Education
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Chapters 1, 2, and 3

• Adapted from: Medical Terminology For 
Healthcare Professions

• Andrea Nelson & Katherine Greene

• Creative Commons Attribution OER

• https://pressbooks.uwf.edu/medicalterminology/
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Chapter 1 – Word Parts  and Rules 
Objectives

• Identify word parts in medical terms
• Examine the rules for building medical terms
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Medical Terminology Is . . . 

•Special vocabulary used by health care professionals 
for effective and accurate communication

•Based on Latin and Greek words
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Word Parts
1) _________________ is the word part at the beginning that changes the 

meaning of the word

2) _________ is the word part at the end that changes the meaning of the 
word

3) _________________ is the central or foundational meaning of the word.

4) _________________ is the word root with a combining form vowel.

PREFIX

SUFFIX

WORD ROOT

COMBINING FORM

6

4

5

6



Expanse Orientation 7/12/2024

3

7

•HYDROCEPHALUS
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•PERIMENOPAUSAL
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Chapter 2 – Prefixes & Suffixes

• Understand the difference between a prefix and a 
suffix

• Differentiate prefixes that deal with body parts, color, 
direction

• Distinguish suffixes that deal with procedures

PREFIXES

• Properties/Shapes
• Cry/o
• Scoli/o

• Direction/Position
• Infra
• Meso
• Dia

• Quantity/Quality
• Olig/o
• Tachy
• Iso
• Diplo
• Brady
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• Common General Descriptions
• Eu
• Contra
• Auto

• Body Parts
• Cardi/o
• Gastr
• Aden
• Cost

• Color
• Chlor
• Cyan
• Erythr/o
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SUFFIXES
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• Common General Descriptions
• emia
• cyte
• megaly
• stasis

• Procedures
• ectomy
• ostomy
• otomy
• scopy
• gram
• graph
• graphy
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Chapter 3 – Body Terminology
•Assess medical language learning to the context of anatomy 
and physiology
•Investigate the basic architecture and levels of organization 
of the human body
•Evaluate the anatomical position, regional terms, directional 
terms, body planes, and body quadrants for anatomical 
positioning
•Recall body cavities and the functions of associated 
membranes
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Body Terminology

•Medical terminology is utilized to 
ensure that precise and proper care is 
given and to reduce medical errors!!!
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Anatomical Position
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Directional Terms
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Body Planes
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By Connexions (http://cnx.org) [CC-BY-3.0], via Wikimedia 
Commons

Body Cavities & Serous Membranes
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•ABDOMINOPELVIC
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Abdominal Regions and Quadrants
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By OpenStax. Download for free at http://cnx.org/contents/17e4eea8-a005-45af-b835-
f756a014cd48@3., CC BY 3.0, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=29624324

•HYPOCHONDRIAC
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By OpenStax. Download for free at http://cnx.org/contents/17e4eea8-
a005-45af-b835-f756a014cd48@3., CC BY 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=29624324
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•HYPOGASTRIC
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By OpenStax. Download for free at http://cnx.org/contents/17e4eea8-
a005-45af-b835-f756a014cd48@3., CC BY 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=29624324

Tissue Membranes
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•SUBCUTANEOUS
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•SYNOVITIS
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https://my.clevelandclinic.org/health/diseases/synovitis
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